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PROCEED I NGS

.« o . The Boafd Meeting of the Louisiana Wild Life
and Fisheries Commission convened at 10:00 o'clock a. m. on
Thursday, August 16, 1973, at the Wild Life and Fisheries
Building, 400 Royal Street, New Orleans,'Louisiana, Jerry G.
Jones, Chairﬁan, presiéing e e e

PRESENT_WERE:

JERRY G. JONES, CHAIRMAN
LLOYD J. AUTIN, ViCE CHAIRMAN
DOYLE G. BERRY

MARC bUPUY, JR,

H. CLAY LUTTRELL

JIMMIE THOMP SON

J. BURTON ANGELLE, DIRECTOR

1. Approval of minutes of June 22 and July 10, 1973.

R. K. YANCEY

2. Setting of the 1973-~74 duck and goose seasons and bag

limits. (%)
%ff WMM% o LratirSoat (27)
3. Game—Managemen%~A&ea~Lease—agfeemea%-en—G@eene,propeE%y
n-St—JFammany—Parysh.
KENNETH SMITH

4, Consider recommendétions for Lake Bistineau drawdown.c30



HARRY SCHAFER

5. Opening of oyster reservations. (34)
- TED O'NEIL
6. Setting of the 1973-74 trapping season. (3(=>

GERALD MARTINEZ

7. Consideration of Scenic River Rules and Procedures. (36)

JOE HERRING

8. Consideration of architectural firm appoin?:ment for
repairs to Saline and Spring Bayou Wildlife Management
Area buildings. (‘/7)
9. Letter from Attorney General pertaining to deer seasons. (‘l%)
10. Trapping season on Wildlife Management Areas. (9“/)
+11. Request of the East Carroll Parish Police Jury to reduce
the days of either sex deer hunting from 5 to 2 days. (%7)

OTHER BUSINESS

12, Set September Commission meeting dates. (bo%) :

13. Discussion of special scaup season. (_é&)

THE CHAIRMAN: The meeting will come to order. You
have received copies of the minutes of the June 22 and July
10th meetings. What is your pleasure?

It has been moved by Mr. Thompson that we accept the
minutes as' published. It has been seconded‘by Mr. Luttrell.

Is there any discussion? 1Is there any objection?



Hearing none,.so ordered.

Mr. Yancey, setting the duck and goose season bag
limits. I understand there probably are some pe091e>here who
would be interested in expressing their gxpgrt opinions about
how the-duck and gooée.season ought to be. We will proceed
by having Mr. Yancey make his presentation and then we will
call on anyone that wants to be heard.

RICHARD YANCEY: Mr. Chairman, Members of the Commission,
I think we all agree that hunting waterfowl in this state is
extremely important to an awful lot of people. We've got
- about a hundred and five thousand or one hundreé and twenty—

- five thausand people that duck and geese hunt in this state
and:normally these hunters will harvest somewhere between a
million and two million ducks and afound 50 or 60 thousand
geese and at this p§int we have to arrive at the dates of the
duck and goose hunting seasons for 1973-74. We have our
Commission Biologists, Larry Soileau and Hugh Bateman, with
us today along with a representative sample of duck hunters
from around the state. Mr. Soileau and Mr. Bateman have
prepared some information that is revelant to this subject
if we might briefly go over for your benefit and for the
benefit of those in attendance. This. first chart shows the

kill of ducks in Louisiana by area and it may be of interest
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about 34% of last year's duck kill took plaée in southwest

Louisiana~-~638,000. In southeast Louisiana, 29% of the ducks
were taken--~541,000, and in the Delta regions of the state,
about 16% of the ducks were taken--303,000. Over in north-
west Louisiana, 10% of the ducks--l9l,00b.

In setting the dates it is always wise to look back at
the dates we havé had in the past and what this has resulted
in the way of a harvest in order that we can arrive at the

dates that will provide the greatest bag and the most hunting

. opportunity for the most people in the State. This particular

‘chart reflects a kill in Louisiana for the past several years.

Back in the 1968 season, we had thirty days with a bag limit

of 3 ducks and there were approximately 860,000 ducks bagged

in Louisiana. This was the poorest production year in the
entire decade of the 60's in Canada.and this is one of the
reasons we had the short season and the low bag limit. 1In

1969 we had a 40 day season with a bag limit of 4 ducks. It
started on November 15 and ran to December 24th. There was a
bag of about one and one-third million ducks taken in Louisiana.
In 1969 was the best duck production year of the 60's in
Western Canada, so this is another reason for the considerable

increase in kill that year. In 1970 we had an excellent



production year in Canada. It was terrific, really. The best
since the mid-50's and we had a split duck season with the.

| first segment running for 23 days and the second segment running
for 32 days. A 55 day season, 6 allowed éaily, two of which
could be mallards and these are the figures for the two seg-
ments: abouf 1.1 million ducks in the first segment and about
1.2 million ducks in the 32-day second éegment. Then, in

1971 we also had excellent production in Western Canada. Not
as good as in 1970. We had 50 days, 6 dugks, 2 of which could
be mallards. A split duck season with the first season running
for 18 days. The second segment for 32 days and you can see
r_the kill in the two segﬁents, about 950,000 in the first seg-
ment and about a million in the 32-day<§econd segment that
closed on January llth. Last year we had a rather poor produc-
tion year in Canada. Prairies were beginning to go dry and
there was very little production in the prairies; We had a
50-day season, 6 ducks, 2 mallards. A split duck season,

the first segment starting on November 4th. The second seg-
ment on December 16th and closing on January llth with 27 days
in the second segment, 23 days in the first segment and so

the kill then the first segment was 937 ana the second segment
was 944. Now, of‘course,.Hugh Bateman runs our waterfowl

censuses that are made twice monthly during the fall and



winter and as a result from the information he gathers we
have the migration dates for the various sPecies‘and the
- distribution of ducks in Louisiana and also this information
we have on the migration and distribution is a part and has
a big bearing on their recommendations as to when the best
duck seasons would be.

Now, this year we have been offered by the Bufeau of
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife for the duck season one of three
options under a framework of October 1 to January 20th. The
first option that the Commission has to considef is a 40-day

duck season, 4 ducks, all of which can be mallards, 2 of

" which could be wood ducks.

The secoﬁd option would be a 40-day season, 5 ducks, two
of which could be mallards, 2 woodducks.‘

The third option would ﬁe a 45-day point system with
100 points allowed daily. 15 point birds would include blue
wing teal, green wing teal, scaﬁp, widgeon, schoveller and gad-
wall. 25 point birds would include pintail, mallard drakes,
mottle ducks, ring-neck ducks. 90 point birds would be
mallard hens, woodducks. 100 point birds would be canvasback
and redhead, except in Caddo, St. Charles and St. Mary where
the season on these two species will be closed. What this
really means is that if you shoot 15 point birxds, then you

could have a maximum of 7 birds allowed daily, or if you shot



a 90 point Sird first then you could take only one additional'
‘bird which would allow you a possible 2 bird bag daily; So
~ this means that if a hunter can identify ducks 1n flight he
can, particularly in the marsh country, select low birds and
come out of the marsh with 7 ducks.

As you kili each duck then you begin to aceumulate
‘points and you are allowed up to 100 points. You could take
6, 15 point birds, which would give you 90 points and then
you can take one additional duck to go with that. It eould
be a 25 or 90 point bird.

Now, this is complicated. 1It's going to be difficult
for a lot of people in this state to get adjusted to but all
we can say is it has been utilized in efher states in the
Central, in the Mississippi, and the Atlantic Flyway for the
past three years. Hunters like it in those states and the
game department people like it. We checked with them and
it's almost a unanimous feeling on the part of those people
that while it is complex, it's difficult to get adjusted.to,
it has been very well received by the duck hunters in the
other states where it has been carried out in the past 3 or
4 years.

Now, under options A and B, the shooting hours would
be one half hour before sunrise to. sunset as they have in

the past. Under option 3, the shooting hours would be sunrise



to sunset. We, of course, have objected to that and I think
if the Board decides to go with option 3 you would want to
accept those shooting hours~qnder protest because the Louisiana
duck hunter likes to start his shooting when he cah see after
he gets in his blind wﬁich is within that 30 minutes before
sunrise and this‘is going to probably'lead t0 some unnecessary
violations. There is no penalty in the event the Commission
decides to split ﬁhe duck season. There would be no loss-of-
hunting dayé. In other years, there has been a 10% of hunt-
ing days if a split is elected but that's part of the plan

", for this season. So, at this point, Mr. Chairman; perhaps

YOu would want to invite comments from the audience or maybe
you would want to have our biologists make their recommendation
first.

THE CHAIRMAN: Why don‘t we hear from some other experts now.
RICHARD YANCEY: I might also add that the goose season were
allowed 70 days of goose hunting with a framework running

into Febfuary 14th and the bag limits would be the same as
last year, 5 daily, 2 of which can be white fronts, a closed
Season on Canada geese,

THE CHAIRMAN: 1Is there anyone that would like to be heard
regarding the duck or goose season? Everybody is happy.

Yes, sir. Would you come to the microphone for the
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records. State your name anq your address, please,

FRANK SAVOIE: Mr. Chairman, I am Frank Savoie from Jennings,
Louisiana, and I represent a.créw from the southwest Louisiana
area thch couldn't be here today. We would strongly recommend
the split season. We get our pintail and teal early. If we
start late we won't be able to get our share of those and our
mallards have just not been in large numbers lately and we
would very definitely recommend the Spli£ season ending at
Thahksgiving. The second half would be whateyér the Commission
would choose to set., That seems to be thé consensus of opinion
"of several hundred péople that I have contagted. Thank you
_for listening to me. .

THE CHAIRMAN: Thénk you. 1Is there anyone else that would

like to be heard.

JERRY DEMURRAY:' I'm Jerry Demurray.l I'm fron Lake Charles

and with the Calcasieu Rod and Gun Club. In our area we have
been talking this thing over for about a year and we would
actually like to see the Commission go with the split season.
We feel just like the man from Jennings, that 6ur ducks we

get more.of the pintail, mallard, not necessarily thé mallard,
I'm sorry on that, the pintail, gadwall, widgeon, things of
this sort.‘ We get more ducks like this in the early season

and then our mallards. The few that we are now getting are
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coming down later in the'year. With theISplit season, we could
also give more adequate hunting for the people that can only
hunt on the weekends.

This split season Qopld give more weekends open to
everyone, It would aléo take into consideration the youngsters
in school and this is one of the things that we are concerned
with. So, I would like to say, we would like to see a split
season for this year. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Jerry. Next.

JACK RAWD: Mr. Chairman, gentlemen of the Board. 1I'm Jack
Rawd from Lake cha;les, Louisiana, and I represent some two
“‘thousand hunters that I host during the hunting season; We
run a commercial club out of the Sheraton-Chateau Charles
Hotel. Most of these people are residents of Louisiana. We
are in favdr of a sélit season. In fact, we need it very
badly for our area as the other gentlemen have saié due to
the fact that the ducks leave the latter part of the season.
Certainly, we would be happy to split the season and fhat
would give us some ducks and the people in North Louisiana,
certainly, would give them, they would have the longer
seasons, Our recommendation was from November 10th to Nov~
ember 25th and from December 8th to January 5th but we

certainly want to go along with the recommendations of the
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biologists, the people of our area. Thank you, gentlemen,
very much for allowing me the privilege of appearing before
you. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Yes, sir.

EDGAR VEILLION: My name is Edgar Veillion, President of the
Louisiana Wildlife Federation. I'd like to have it read into
the records that the Federation 0ppqses”its”position fer a
late straight season, 'Many.of yoe peoplethat heve attended

our conventions over the years know that we have traditionally
had a fight‘between the north and the south regarding a split
or a straight. Well, this past year even the people in the
.northern partlof the state that weuld q;dinarily want a split,
voted unanimously with us for a late straight based on their
experience for the past two years. We know that in theory a
split is good for the whole state bu£ if you miss your calcu-
lations for the early birds coming through you cen blow a
valuable part of the season so as I say, we definitely
recommend a late straight season. We feel that this would be
best based on not theory but experience. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you,'Edgar.. Is there anyone else? The
rest of the duck hunters must be happy.

LYNN GUION: Lynn Guion, I don't represent any club or anything.

I just hunt in southeast Iouisiana and I kinda like to go
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- along with.éhe late straight also. However, I think its more
imporfant that we think about either‘proposigion A, B or C,

as Mr. Yancey péinted out with the point system in consideration.
I would like to speak in favor of the point system. That's
proposition C, late straight season. Thank you véry much.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is there anyone else? Yes, sir.

PHILLIP BROWN: Mr. Chairman, I'm Phillip Brown. I'm fr§m

Lake Providence, Louisiana. Everybody else seems to be frbm
south Louisiana. I'm right up in the northeast corner on the
Mississippi River and I would like to say that I don't repre~
sent anybody specifically except a couple of small Ducks

' Unlimited organizations and they favor a late straight season,
with strong consideration for the poinﬁ.system. We feel, as
these other gentlemen do, that everybody in the staté wili
benefit better because of experience. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Anyone else? Dick, what do you all suggest?

RICHARD YANCEY: All right. We might further add for the

benefit for those in attendance that we have been receiving
recommenéations on this duck season from back in February of
this year and the Commission held a public heariné over in
.Alexandria in June and received quite a few recommendations
on times for the duck season at that time and in the past ten
days we developed a file here about 3 inches thick that's

composed Of recommendations for duck season dates from through-

out the state and all of this is being taken into consideration
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by the Commission for these duck season dates; So at this
point, I presume it would be advisable that we’hear our recém—
' mendations of our water fowl biologists and I call on Larry
Soileau.

LARRY SOILEAU: Our recommendation for the waterfowl season
for 1973-74, we recommend that the Commission select the point
system option and that will allow 45 da&s. We recommend a
split season with about a third of the season coming early,
beginning on Saturday, November 10th, and going through
Sunday, November 25th, for 16 days, and that the second seg-
ment begin on Saturdaf, December 15th and run for 29 days
'_pntil Saturday, January 12th. We do recognize that there is

a strong sentiment in the state for a iéte season. The frame-
work, by the way, goes from October 1 through January 20,
Sunday, January 20th. I think we should resolve that before
we give you the recommendation on the goose season, or do

you want both?

THE CHAIRMAN: ©No, that will be fine. Incidentally, while
Larry is there let me say on behalf of the Commission and for
those of you that don't know, you recall all the publicity
about the Lake Andes duck kill, Larry Soileau was the man

that was on top of the thing for the Commission and I think

did an excellent job in the work that he did. OK. We've
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got six other experts up here now. What do you Qant to do?
Mr, Luttrell. Yes, sir.

CLAY LUTTRELL: As I guess fhe outstanding and most outspoken
person for a late straight.season and have gotfgn ahold of
this big folder and done some soul searching last night. 1I'd
like to propose a season. First, I move that we take the
point system. Second, I move to have the early, that we have
a split season, starting on November 10th and ending on Novem;
ber 24th, giving 15 days for the first half and then start on .
December‘22nd and go to January 20th, giving the late straight
people a big block of the late hunting. Now, that WOuldibe
.fhe seasons I woﬁld propose.

THE CHAIRMAN: OK. It's been moved and seconded. Moved by
Mr. Luttrell and'seconded by Mr. Berry that we adopt the

point system.

JIMMIE THOMPSON: Before we vote, I think you are fixing to
call for a vote.

THE CHAIRMAN: No, not yet. I was just going to make it

plain that we understood and then you all could have a
discussion.

JIMMIE THOMPSON: No, I just wondered if there were any other
recommendations from the Board.

THE CHAIRMAN: His was November 10th to November 24th;
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December 22nd to January 20th. Are there any other
. recommendations? 1Is theré any discussion on.that motion?
MARC DUPUY: I want to make a comment, if you will, with
;regard to that. Ladies and gentlemen in the Audience, this -
year we have January zbth as the outside limit of the frame-
work. It's my personal feeling that in offering a season for
the late straighf hunters of which I am one proponent of the
late straight season of all of the month of January and going
from January 20th back to the first weekend’before Christmas,
or December 22nd, I really think tﬁat we are satisfying the
~ late straight hunters and at the same time if.we'were to
‘continue with the late straight, 45 days from January 20th-
all the way back, it would take us to December Bth; This
would be pretty much wasting in my estimation not béing a
professional biologist but nevertheless an experienced duck
hunter that we would be wasting several days, perhaps two
weeks of time. The early part of December has historically
in the past been pretty much bluebird weather and warm balm&
days, good fishing, and not very much duck hunting. At the
same time we need to consider at least 50% of the state is
interested in the split and the early flights. I believe
that with November 10 to November 24 which follows the

recommendations of the biologists and of most of the people
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hunting in thé south in the marsh area and moving the
.biologists' recommendation froﬁ December 15th back to Decem~
ber 22nd. .I don't see how ahy late straight hunter could
complain with a season going all the way to the end of the
limit of January 20th énd so this is my recommendation also,
JIMMY THOMPSON: I would like to make an observation. I
believe 1 am correct; I may be one year off. The last that
we have had a season that was capable of, maybe not capable,
that was set to end in other than the first third of the
month of January is this year. That's practically 30 years,
28, 29, 30 yrs. since we've had . . . Most‘duck.huﬁters
-foday don't even remember a duck seasoh"that could have gone
this long. I think about the 12th of thé month was as far as
its gone in this interim period. Certainly this is something
that will, all of ué will have to wait because we are getting
a later season than for all practiéal purposes than we have
ever had if you set it at the 20th and back up those days.
CLAY LUTTRELL: Jerry, let me tell you the exact dates.

That happened in 1944 and 1945. Two years. Since that time
we haven't had a January 20th. We haven't had anything past
the first, the first third, see. One or two on the 12th. One
on the 13th.

JERRY JONES: 1Is there any other discussion?.
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RICHARD~YAN¢EY: Jerry, could I point out one thing here. The
Thanksgiving Holiday runs from November 22nd through Sunday,
the 25th, so if. you closé on the 24th you are goiﬁg to lose
that Sunday in those Thénksgivinglnolidays on the 25th. Now,
if you would take that day off January 20th, then you would
lose Sunday, January 20th, rather than Sunday, November 25th,
and, of course, the biologists have recommended that we run
through the 25th. This would give you 16 days in November
with all of your Thanksgiving Holidays included and 29 days
that would close then on Saturday, January 19th, and start on
Saturday, December 22nd, so you are going to have to lose one
" of those Sundays_and the question is which one should you cut
out and we think you would get more huﬁfer opportunity by
having it open on November 25th because that is a part of the
Thanksgiving Holidays. We recommend that you delete January
20th rather than November 25th because of that Thanksgiving
period. I don‘'t know if that was considered in the motion
but it merits some consideration.
CLAY LUTfRELL: Yes, I considered it. Frankly, -a large number
of people who came here to express their'opinion should have
been in Alexandria and we would have had mofe of a mandate.
You see, the Alexandria vote was in favor of the late straight
people so I gave a little bit to them. Now, I personally

could go along with the 19th just as easily.
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RICHARD YANCEY: We believe you would have more hunter -
participation if you had it open on November 25th.

| JIMMIE THOMPSON: Prdbably'sé, Dick, but since we haven't had,'
let‘s have it the 20th. |

RICHARD YANCEY: That's up to you.. I just wanted to bring it
out, see.

JIMMIE THOMPSON: Well,'let me point out this, if I may. As

I understand and I'm taking the information I received here
that the Thanksgiving holidays will have a full week with the
exception of that Sunday to hunt. I'm talking about the sﬁhool
kids or people who are off for that week so certainly they
“have had ample opportunity to hunt. In other words, they are’
not tied for any particular reason so since we haven't had
tﬁis for practically 30 years this later date, I personally
would like it to go just as late as possible and then let's
find out. . You know, an observation, regardless df how we set
it it's all going to depend on the man upstairs. If we get the
proper weather it's going to be an excellent season. If we
don't get the proper weather it's going to be the worst you
ever had so it just depends on the type weather we get. 1I'd
rather stay with the 20th.

CLAY LUTTRELL: My personal views, If you so choose I'll go

along with you but I personally rather stay yith the 20th.
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THE CHAIRMAN: 1Is there an§ other discussion? Ail those in
favor of the motion say "ayeQJ

FROM THE FLOOR: 1'd like to comment on statement Mr. Thompson
just made for the late straight, talking about the weather --
Good weather has been coming later every year so in effect
that's another reason for the late straight.

THE CHAIRMAN: Of course, I think Mr. Luttrell's suggestion
of a season reélly allows you to go the latest date and gives
you a greater part of the season late so I thiﬁk his comments
are appropriate that in making satisfaction for those people
- by doing that, Yes, sir,

.fROM THE FLOOR: (question directed to Richard Yancey
inaudible) | |

RICHARD YANCEY: Tﬁen you would start on a Sunday and that is
extremely unpopular in Louisiana. We found that when you
want to start a hunting season in this state and be safe and
keep your scélp you start on a Saturday.

THE CHAIRMAN: -You see what the real problem is the Federal
Government gives us the framework and we don't participate
really in that decision-making part and we wind up having to
sort of make compromises with some of these things in order

to fit in with that framework. OK. Are we ready to vote on
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that? All of those in favor of the motion say "aye."
Opposed? (Unanimously passed)

THE CHAIRMAN: ~Let's-go to the géose season., Larry.

LARRY SOILEAU: We've been offered a 70 day goose season
with a framework of October 1 through February l4th. We
are recommending that the goose‘season run concurrent with
the dﬁck season opening November 10 and closing November 24
for 15 days and reopening on December 22 and running through
FPebruary l4th for 55'days.

THE CHAIRMAN: What is the las£ date that we could have?

' LARRY SOILEAU: l4th of February. |

THE CHAIRMAN: So it works out perfect;

LARRY SOILEAU: Yes., February l4th,.

JIMMIE THOMPSON: Ends on the 14th., Worked out that way?
LARRY SOILEAU: Yes, sir.

JIMMIE THOMPSON: I so move.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr. Thompson. 1Is there
a second., Seconded by Mr, Berry. The motion is November
10 to November 24; December 22 through February 14. 1Is
there any discussion?

JIMMIE THOMPSON: I gua?antee you the Federal boys don't

know we are going to come out that even. They would have
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figured some way to get it all messed up.

THE CHAIRMAN: All those in favor say "aye." Opposed?

Fine. (Unanimously passed).

RICHARD YANCEY: We are also offered, since you have chosen
the point system as a third option, we are also offered this
special scaup season: which would have to run separate and

- apart from the duck season. .However, that is offered only
on the open water lakes where the duck population comprises
90% or more scaup which would mean Lake Pontchartrain and
Lake Borgne. You couldn't hunt in the magsh. You would
have to hunt out on thathlake and we had that back in January
.of 1969 ana we didn't get any participation in it at all.

We would recommend that we just not set a special scaup
season., It will not provide any hunting opportunity because
you can't hunt those big waterllakes-in January. We asked
that they offer this special scaup season in the>coastal
marsh area. However, they would‘not agree to that. In the
same area where the bonus scaup option has been offered in
the past. They wouldn't agree to that. We then suggested
over in southwest Louisiana coming along the Grand Chenier,
Pecan Island Highway as the north boundary. They wouldn't
agree to that either. They said it could be open only in

these big open water lakes in southwest Louisiana that you
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can't hunt, so we would suggest that you just no£ go with that.
I don't think you need a resolution on it or ;nything, we just
leave it out.

JIMMIE THOMPSON: Should we? I'm going to vote yéur way if

it comes to a vote or just leave it out. But, should we
accept this? Does this alter our scaup season in our regulér
framework? I doh'£ understand.

RICHARD THOMPSON: Under the point'system, scaup are 15 point
birds;

JIMMIE THOMPSON: Would this alter that?

’.RICHARD YANCEY: We will have no bonus scaup area in this
state undér the point systemn. |

JIMMIE THOMPSON: No, I'm not following you or you are not
following me. ‘Should we choose to ﬁave a special scaup

season in these three areas: Lake Borghe, Lake.Pontchartrain,
etc.? Would this effect our point system we have just chosen?
Would that eliminate it? We would ﬁave that --
RICHARDlYANCEY:_ No, that would have no effect. 1In other
words, this special scaup season would run -- the framéwork

on that is January 31lst and you would start then January 21st
and it would run for ten days then to January 31lst. You are

allowed 16 days but since this special scaup has to be
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separate and apart from the regular duck season then it Qould
_start after the regula: duck'season closes, the day after,
JIMMIE THOMPSON: OK. One other question then. It a;ééars
to me that we are just leaving something on the table. In
other words, maybe oneiwhole joker that wanf‘s to go hunt
those. Should we eliminate that or is there a reason for us
eliminating it?

RICHARD YANCEY: Well, all we know ig ==

JIMMIE THOMPSON: Is there a problem of some type?

RICHARD YANCEY: Well, possibly an enforcement pfoblem but

- we had it in 1969 and there was no participation in it.

" JIMMIE THOMPSON: None whatsoever.

RICHARD YANCEY: But, if you all want t§ set it, we'll go
ahead and set it.

JIMMIE THOMPSON: No, I doﬁ't. I'm asking merely as a point
of information. 1Is there any reason not.to? ~Enforcement,.
is that a big enough reason? Could someone use this as --
RICHARD YANCEY: Yes, the Bureau, I guess so.

JIMMIE THOMPSON: The Bureau?

RICHARD YANCEY: But if you want to set it, you can certainly
set it.

CLAY LUTTRELL: Let me ask you this., If we have no partici-

pation and there is no good results coming from it with the
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money as scarce as it is, I don't see~where we should tax
our enforcement people in the extra expense.

RICHARD YANCEY: Yes.

CLAY LUTTRELL: And, if you think it would be better, we'll
just resolve to eliminaté it.

RICHARD YANCEY: I think we should just pass it by. It's
been offered; you.don't have to acéept it.

MARC DUPUY: -I have a different Qiew on it. It seems to me
that with the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife making
more restrictions year after year that if we are bffered a
season and we turn it'down, I think we are not only passing
"hunter opportunity and I don't think that using enforcement
problems or fhe cost of enforcement is a fair consideration
to weigh against the hgnter opportunity. I really believe
that we would be making a mistake in not accepting this
special scaup season. As you recall, we had a bonus scaup -
when we had the base seasons, an extra two scaup a day
because of the choice of the point season, the point system,
the scaup is included in the point system and you are excluded
from having a bonus but as a reason for not only states in
the Mississippi Flyway, but all the other flyways having the
opportunity to hunt scéup for those states that are not

selecting the point system., The Bureau offefed this special
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scaup season after the regular seasons and.I really think we
would be missing an opportunity and perhaps the offer may not
be made again next year if we pass it up and we say "no".
"We're not interested in it."“ Maybe it won't be offered

nexf year., |

DOYLE BERRY: I agree with you 100 per cent on that.

THE CHAIRMAN: I think if we go ahead and have it and we have
the experience of people not taking advantage of it, it's more
evidence for us to submit to the Bﬁreau how fidiculous the
thing was from the beginning. We have one year of experience
with such a season. Let's have another year and if nobody
participates in it, then we have more reason for telling them,
~ well, “next year don;t do that, do it the way we recommend it."
Let's have the bonus scaup instead.

RICHARD YANCEY: This-then would mean it would start on
Monday, January'ZISt, and close at sunset on Thursday, January
3lst., If you want to set it, well, that's fine. We can go
ahead wiﬁh it, |

MARC DUPUY: 1I'll make it in a form of a motion.

THE CHAIRMAN: It's been moved by Mr. Dupuy. Is there a
second?

LLOYD AUTIN:‘ I second the motion.
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THE CHAIRMAN: Secondéd by Mr. Autin. 1Is there any further
discussion?. All those in favor say "aye" Opposed.
(Unaniﬁously passed)

RICHARD YANCEY: We have one more resolution we would like to
propose and that has to do with the taking of crippled water-
fowl from a motorboat. We would like to propose that the
Commission adopt the.exactly'the same reguiation that we have
had for the past several years with regard to'the taking of
cfippled water fowl from a moﬁorboat which would mean th;t the
motor has to be shut off and the proéress of the boat has to
“éease before the duck can be shot. The Federal people have
chosen this year to make it legal to sh&ot crippled waterfowl
from a boat under power and we feel that this will be an
additional harrassment factor for ducks, particularly, on
these public hunting areas around the state. . It will tend to
drive these ducks and birds from the lake sooner than they
would be_driven from the lake from ordinary hunting pressure
and we feel it would create some real enforcement problems

in that every duck an agent sees shot from a boat under power
would naturally be a crippled duck. With these reasons in
mind, we would like to recommend that the Commission adopt
this resolution that we have the same provisions that we have

had in the past with regard to taking crippled waterfowl from
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a boat under power.
THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard'fhe recommendation. What is
your pleasure?
LLOYD AUTIN: I sO move.
THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr. Autin.
CLAY LUTTRELL: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: It has been seconded by Mr. Luttrell, 1Is
there any further discussion? All those in favor say "aye."
Opposed. (Unanimouslf approved) So ordered.
(Text of the resolution is here
made a part of the record)

BE IT RESOLVED that no person shall take
migratory game birds from or by means of any motor
boat or any other water craft having a motor
attached unless the motor has been completely shut
off and its forward progress therefrom has ceased:
E;ovided, that a craft under power may be used to
retrieve dead or crippled birds; however, crippled
birds may not be shot from such craft under power.

RICHARD YANCEY: I believe that covers the discussion on the
waterfowl seasons.

THE CHAIRMAN: I had one further comment. A lot of these

figures and a lot of this discussion you see is from our
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people as a result of a lot of work, especially a‘lot of work
_on the part of Hugh Bateman and Larry Soileau, Dick Yancey
and Marc Dupuy. They took a trip to Canada and made aerial
observations and week before last or last week, Marc and Dick
went to the Migratory ﬁaterfowl Meeting in Washington. They
participated in negotiations and after that I think resultéd
in the framework being expanded to a certain extent. We
received excellent cooperation from the Congressional dele-
gation in accomplishing that although we didn't get evérything
we wanted. I think the joint work of all of these people
resulted in the framework that we have and on behalf of the
‘Commission, we say "thank you."

RICHARD YANCEY: During the trip to Canada, of course, Mr.
Angelle and Mr. Dupuy went with us and we found a real good
duck production in the parklands aslcompared to last year.
The prairies'wefe dry, productions are going to be off from
the prairies and then we went on up in the bush country and

* found one we considered to be a normal distribution and.
normal production for that bush country that-lies in northern
Alberta and Saskatchewan. ﬁut, the next item on the agenda,
THE CHAIRMAN: One more comment., Mr. Dupuy went at his own
expense.

FROM THE FLOOR: Did you vote on the point system?
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THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir.

RICHARD YANCE?: Let's reiterate exactly what the dates will
be for those in attendance hére. Perhaps there has been some
confusion here; The duck season would 0peh on Saturday,
November 10th andAclosé on Saturday, November 24th, at sunset,
It would reopen on Saturday, December 22nd and close on
Sunday, January 20th, 'and we would, our hunters will use the
point system. I think we have already explained that and then
the first segment of the goose season will run concurrent with
the first segment of the duck season. The second segment of
the goose season will start on Saturday, December 22nd and .

. extend through February 14th. 1Is therg‘any other questions
about the dates?

FROM THE FLOOR: I would like to ask a question about the
scaup season. Exactly where can you hunt for scaup?

RICHARD YANCEY: All right. We are going to have to get on
the ball after this meeting and see what the Federal people
willkagreé to. They have already set this. They are not
going to allow this in the marshes or in the upstate areas.
The only place they are going to allow it is in lakes where
the duck p&pulation consists of 90% or more scaup which would
mean that other types of ducks would have to be less than 9%

of that population as we pointed out earlier. Then this
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scaup season will start on Monday, January 21st énd close on
Thursday, January 31lst, but it's going to be.very, very
limited in this state, probably the oPeﬁ waters of Lake Pont-
chartrain, Lake Borgne, and perhaps~Cataouatche and Salvadore
as it was back in the early part of 1969.

FROM THE FLOOR: We are definitely going to go with Cataouatche
and Salvadore. What about the open marsh area in Chandeleur
Sound?

RICHARD YANCEY: You've got a largé redﬁead population that
winters out in the Chandeleur Sound. Twenty or twenty-five
thousand ducks and they wouldn't ~- We can propose this if
.Qou wish but I.éan almost say with certainty that they are

not going to agree with it. We talked with them about this
yesterday and what we suggest naturally has to meet with their
approval. |

THE CHAIRMAN: As I understand it, they are going to designate
the area.

RICHARD YANCEY: That's right.

THE CHAIRMAN: OK. Any other questions? Let's move.

KENNETH SMITH: It has been delegated to the Louisiana wWild
Life and Fisheries Commission the responsibility to manage
Lake Bistineau. Since that time we've come to you with

recommendations as to lowering the water level or stabilizing
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the water level in the lake and it's two years, 1970—71-the
water level was lowered to help control commercial aquatics
and then last year recommendation was to allow the lake to
remain stable in order to impfové.fish populations which this
would probably be done for two or three year period provided
commercial aquatics did not get to be too bad of a problemn.
This year we found that the submérgents did get to be a terri-
fic problem. 1In the area of thg lake the zero to 4 ft; depth
we found a 60% increase iﬁ'the submergent vegetation. In the
area 4 to 8 ft. there was éctually about a 50% reduction but
in the shallow parts that is where most of your fishing
“activity takes place. So, this yeaf we are récommending a
drawdown on the lake to begin September 4th. This is the day
after Labor Day when the peak of the boating activity occurs.
It drops off after the Labor Day holidays. We recommend it
be drawn down at the rate of 4 inches a day until a 7 ft.
drawdown.is reached. The gates would remain closed untilf
January 15th. This would give us a drying period in October
and poésibly some freezes in Jénuary which help control sub-
mergent aquatics. 1In addition, we need to pull water'down due
to planned improvements that have been funded for Lake |
Bistineau in the form of boat ramp and some stump removal in
some of the boat roads and skiing areas; This is our recom-

mendation on the drawdown for this year.



THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recommendation; What is
your pleasure? |

MARC DUPUY: I sO move.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr., Dupuy. 1Is there a
second? |

LLOYD AUTIN: Second.
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THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Autin. 1Is there any further

discussion? Any objection? Hearing none, so ordered.
(Text of the resolution is here

made a part of the record.)

WHEREAS, submergent aquatic vegetation growth

has incréased in shallow water areas in Lake
Bistineau, and

WHEREAS, planned lake improvement in the form
of a boat ramp, stump removal and water control gate
repair, will require the lowering of the water in the
lake,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the water
level in Lake Bistineau is to be drawn from 142 feet
mean sea level (pool stage), to 135 feet mean sea
level--a total of 7 feet-~drawdown to begin Septem-

ber 4, 1973.
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THE CHAIRMAN: Harry.

HARRY SCHAFER: .Mr. Chairman, Members of the éommission, as you
know we have three oyster seed reservations that open on an
every 6ther year basis. Sister Lake in Terrebonne Parish was
supposed to be open this year but because of the high and much
fresh'water,vmost oysters in that area éuffereé,great mortal-
ities and we would recommend that this not be opened at this
time, this season. Bay Gardene is supposed to be open this
year. There are a féw oysters in there. We checked them.

We would recommend that it be opened from September 1st to.the
" 15th~and then if all the oysters are not harvested in there at
"that time, have another 15 day season going through the 30th.,
We intend to put'a shell plant in there from some Federal
money that we have application for and we would like for these
oysters to ge harvested before we put our shell plant in. Bay
Junop was supposed to be closed this year since it was opened
this past season but there are oysters available in there.

We would hope that we could get a late spawn out of sohe of
the oysters in there and we would recommend that this be opened
on October 1lst.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recommendation. What is your
pleasﬁre?

DOYLE BERRY: I sO move.
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THE CHAiRMAN: It‘has been moved by Mr. Befry. is there a
- second?
LLOYD AUTIN: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Autin. Any furfher discussion?
Any objection? Hearing none, so ordered. Thank you, Harry.
(Text of the resolution is here
made a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the biologists of the Division of
Oysters, Water Bottoms and Seafoods have checked the
amount of seed stock to ascertéin if there is an
available amount to be taken from the areas, and
WﬁEREAS, in past years the oyster seed reser-
vations were managed on alternate year basis, but
the schedule has been disrupted due to the availabil-
ity of oyster spat in the areas. |
THEREFORE, QE IT RESOLVED that the Louisiana
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission does hereby
ahnounce, at its monthly public meeting, held in New
Orleans, on Thursday, August 16, 1973, that the Bay
Gardene Oyster Seed Reservation shall be open for a
15 day period, beginning on September 1, 1973, and
shall be considered for an extension depending upon

the availability of the seed stock.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Commission
does hereby declare the Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reser-
vation to remain closed as there is not a sufficient
amount of spat.qt this time. Therefore, in order to
aid the oyster fishermen in the area, said Commission
does hereby open the Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation
beginning October 1, 1973.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Director and Assistant Director is hereby authorized
and empoweréd to clése the afore-mentioned seasons
should it become biologically necessary.

»THE CHAIRMAN : Mf. O'Neil.

TED O'NEIL: Mr. Chairman, gentlemen of the Commission, I
would like to report conditions in the marsh are greatly
improved over‘last year due I think a lot to the Mississippi
River waters of Bonne Carre Spillway being turned loose in
the marshes and the trappers seem to have a great deal of
interest.in trapping this year and prices are right but
there is a shortage of traps and they seem all to be happy.
I wrote to everybody interested in the fur industry as to a
recommendation for the season and they all agree that we are
about right where we were last year and year before last and

that is to open the season on December lst and run through
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Februarylzsth but I would like to point out that if we catch
- long spells of hot foggy weatﬁer which we will know happens,
we'll have the weather forecast, you can watch. We may have
a little hassle at the end, but I suggest we set the season
at December 1lst to February 28th.

DOYLE BERRY: What is your opinion about St. Mary and Terre-
_ bonne areas where marshes are along down there?

TED O'NEIL: It is just improved conditions greatly on three-
corner grass., The water went down, went out the other day
with LL & E and the helicopter and I worked a lot of those
areas. As that water dropped out the cutter grasses came
.fight in behind it. Some of the tall gfasses that were up
during this high water died or when the watef went down it
changed over and underneath a good coat of young tender grass
and we just hope that we don't get a saltwater storm on. top
of this tender grass but we do have some beautiful conditions
just lately in the last three ér four weeks, right in behind
the high.water.

DOYLE BERRY: -- Coming down the Atchafalaya route going the
back way, I just didn't see many nutria and I was down there
several times recently. Went down in the morning one time,

in the afternoon and came back at night and seems like the



~38-

nutria population was real, real weak, in that pérticular area.
Drowned in high water or left out of there.

TED O'NEIL: No. They did leave to feéd but they will come
back because they are piled up a little to the southeast of
there. There is a tremendous population of nutfia. In fact,
there are so many in that area to the southeast of where you
are talking about fhat they will have to move. As that grass
comes in on Plumb Bayou and up in there where you are talking
about, they‘ll move back but certain spots in the marsh have
too many nutria right now. You just can't see a ﬁutria in the
summertime. They stay in the shade. You won't see thenm.
ﬁverybody reports that. They say, "there's no nutria, no
nutria," but you get up in the air in a helicopter and you
have to look, really you can't see too many nutria that way,.
except trails coming, or ponds drier where you have lamina
matter onithe ponds that feed. You can see thousands of
trails. You can tell by the trails how many nutria and look
at the céttails. You have to know how to look for a nutria
now in the hot weather. He won't stand that sun'at all,
he'll try to get out of it during the day.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard Mr., O'Neil's recommendation.
What is your pleasure?

CLAY LUTTRELL: I so move.,
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THE CHAiRMAN: It has been moved by Mr. Luttrell;

DOYLE BERRY: Second. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr, Berry. Is there any further

discussion? Any ébjection? |

(no response)
ﬁearing none, S0 ordered.
(Text of the resolution is here
made a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the Louisiana Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission does hereby set the trapping
season for nutria, beaver, mink, muskrat, otter;
raccoon, 6possum, skunk, bobcat and fox for the
1973-74 season, from December 1, 1973, through
February 28,‘1974.
| BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if additional time

is required to prevent the overpopulation of nutria
and muskrat in some areas, recommendations for an
extended season be presented to the Commission's
January, 1974, Board Meeting.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gerald.

GERALD MARTINEZ: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The Natural and

Scenic Rivers Systems Act names the Wild Life and Fisheries

Commission as Administrator. In that very language the Wild:
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.Life and Fisheries Commission shall be the administratof of
. the Act. It does not provide procedures and this is for the
Commission to adopt a set of guidelines and procedures. For
that purpose, the Commission through its attorneys consulted
the Sea Grant Legal Research Department at the Louisiana State
University Law School to prepare a draft which they did.
This draft was ﬁhen considered by all the agencies that have
responsibilities under the Act, the Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission, the Attorney General's Office, the State Parks
and Recreation Commission, the State Planning Office, and
" the Governor'é Council on Environmental Quality. I have here,
"I believe you haﬁe before you, the suggested gﬁidelines and
procedures that resulted from that meeting and I would recom-
mend that they be published as being under consideration by
the Commission in accordance with the administrative
procedure act for action at the next meeting of the Commission
in September.
THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the reéommendation. What is
your pleasure?
MARC DUPUY: I would like to suggest that these be published
as proposed as suggested guidelines and procedure and that
within the 30 day perioé between now and the next meeting

that people who are interested be invited to suggest improvements
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in the procedure and that we adopt it at that time.
THE CHAIRMAN: What is your pleasure?

MARC DUPUY: I SO move.

THE CHAIRMAN; 'It has been movéd by Mr. Dupuy. Is there a
second? |
LLOYD AUTIN: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Autin. Is there any furthe:
discussion? All those in favor say "aye." Opposed?
(Unanimously passed) |
THE CHAIRMAN: Joe.
. JOE HERRING: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Due to the recent
.floods, our Saliﬁe and Spring Bayou Wildlife Management
‘Headquarter facilities were completely destroyed so the
Federal Disaster Administration will pay for reconstruction
of these 100 per cent of the cost. The State Division of
Administration has named'Mr. William Baker of W;nnsboro as
Architect for the construction of these facilitiés on the
two areas. Mr. Baker has worked for us before; in fact, he
was the originél architect for these buildings and by him
being the original architect and built them first, the
Federal Disaster Administration requested also that he be
named the architect because he could do the work cheaper

since he already had the original plans and specifications
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and had worked in thaﬁ area. Mr. Baker has beenltalked to

. about this. He has met with.the Commission here and he will
do the architect fees for 4 per cent which is 2 per cent
under the normal staté‘fee. The estimated cosf of replacing
these facilities is $274,000. I would like to say the
original cost of the buildings and facilities were $210,000
but the increase comes in replacing these from labor and
materials going up so I would like to recommgnd at this time
that the Commission also go along and recommend acceptance

of Mr. Baker as architect so he can get started on the plans

. and specifications which will be brought back to the

‘Commission.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recommendation. What is
your pleasure?

DOYLE BERRY: I SO move.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr, Berry. 1Is there a
second?

MARC DUPUY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Dupuy. Is there any further =
discussion?

JIMMIE THOMPSON: I would like to recommend that they be
elevated if at all possible.

THE CHAIRMAN: Do I hear any objection?
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{no response)
So ordered.
{Text of the resolution is here
made a part of the record.)

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission Headquarter facilities at Saline and
Spring Bayou Wildlife Management Areas were destroyed
by flood waters, and

WHEREAS, the Federal Disaster Assistance
Administration dffice of the Federal Government will
replace these structures at 100 per cent of cost,
and

WHEREAS, the Federal Disaster Assistance .
Administration office suggests that the original
afchitect for the buildings be used for the recon-
struction phase, and

WHEREAS, the State Division of Administration
has named Mr., William R. Baker, Winnsboro, Louisiana,
as architect, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Baker has stated that his fee for
reconstruction of the Saline and Spring Bayou

facilities will be 4 per cent, now
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that tﬁe Louisiana

Wild Life and Fisheriés Commission name Mr. William

Baker as architect for the Saline and Spring Bayou

headquarter facilities.

JOE HERRING: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The next item just
for information to the Commission, Mr. feter Duffy, Attorney
for the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission, géve
an opinion, a legal opinion, that local parish governments
do not have any authority to veto éeasons or have any effect
on the seasons established by the Louisiana Wild Life‘and

‘ Fisheries Commission.

Mr. buffy, after giving his opiﬁion, also requested
an opinion from the Attorney General's Office on this matter
and Mr; Duffy has received back from the Attorney General's
Office a statement concurring with his original 6pinion. It
came from Mr. Michael Duplantier of the Attorney General'é
»6ffice which stated,.“We are in accord with your opinion
that no parish governing authority has the unilateral power
to adopt an ordinance which vetos a previously fixed hunting
season set by the Commission."

That is for the Commission information, Mr. Chairman.

The next item that we have one the agenda pertains to

wildlife management areas and refuges. Since Mr. O'Neil has
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recommended a trapping'season and they have been set by thg |
Comﬁission now, we would also 'like to recommend the dates for
trapping on the wildlife management areas and refuges. We
would like to.take furbearers on the wildlife management areas,
DecemBer 8th to February 28, except on the Alexandria State
Park and Fort Polk and Peason Ridge which the owners of those
have asked that they be closed. Except the Biloxi and Wigner
wheré trapping rights are reserved by the land owner and
statewide regulations woulé then be in effect and except
Salvadore, Pointe au Chien and all refuges where season dates
'are December lst.to February 28th. The recommendations are
virtually the same as last year, excepttthe starting .date has
been moved one day from the 9th to the 8th.
THE CHAIRMAN: What is your pleasure?
JIMMIE THOMPSON: I so move.
THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr. Thompson. Is there
a second?
LLOYD AUTIN: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Autin. 1Is there any further
discussion? Any objections?

{(no response)

Hearing none, so orxdered.




-46-~

(Text of the resolution is here
- made a part of the record.)

WHEREAS, the State trapping season will be
open from Decemﬁer 1, 1973, th:ough February 28, 1974,
and

WHEREAS, the wildlife manégement areas operated
by the Louisiana Wild Life and FisherieSFCommission
provide some very good trapping for fur animals, and

WHEREAS, this is another use of the Commission
operated wildlife management areas; now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that permits to take
furbéarers except otter'from December 8 to February 28
on wildlife management areas ma& be obtained from the
district offices listed below EXCEPT no trapping will
be allowed on Alexander - State Forest, Fort Polk and
Peason Ridge; and EXCEPT Biloxi and Wisner where trap-
ping rights are reserved by the landowners and staﬁe-
wide trapping regulations will be in effect; and
EkCEPT Salvador, Point au Chien and all refuges where
season dates are December 1 through February 28. For
information pertaining to trapping on Salvador and

Pointe au Chien, contact Refuge Division, Louisiana
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Wild Life and Fisheries Commission, 400 Royal Street,

New Orleans, Louisiana 70130.

JOE HERRING: Mr. Chairman, the next item that we have on

the agenda is a‘requesf received from the East Carroll Police
Jury asking that their parish have the two-daf.any sex deerx
season rather than the five days that has been set. They also
request that the two days be given the first part of the
_second seasoh sihce there is a possibility that some other
requests coming in, I'd just like to take this under advise-
" ment at this time but, too, we have some delegates here from
'East Carroll Parish. They may not be able to come the next
time when all the other seasons are taken in so they may want
to be hearé at this time.

THE CHAIRMA&: Yes, iet‘s hear from them. Gentlemen.

JERRY WALLEY: Mr. Chairman, Board's Commission, I'm Jerry
Walley, East Carroll pPolice Jury. On July 25th, in the joint
meeting of the people of East Carroll Parish and Police Jury
and the Wild Life and Fisheries, we adopted a resolution
respecffully requesting a two-day doe season only in East
Carroll parish., We felt like this was appropriate by waiting
and having a joint'meeting with the people. It cost, I'll

say, we have spent approximately a thousand dollars of
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faxpayer's ﬁoney'trying.to wﬁrk out a solution in East.Carroll
Parish'satisfactory to fhe‘péople but we were under the under-
standing in a joint agreement that this would be a two-day
season with the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission at the time.
Than at a later date, in August;.we were of the understanding
that there was a five-day season set by the Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission. We still request, Mr. Chairman, Board
of Commissioners, that we still have maintained that we have
this twoéday season at the laét season ih the split season.

We respectfully request ﬁhat you reconsidef this aﬁd we state
" that we are.representing the people of East Carroll, the hunt-
ing clubs and primarily tﬁe land owneréland we realize that

we have had some back waters tﬁat has caused maybe some ill
feelings within some of the land owners and maybe some of the
hunters but then we reconsider to the point that the deer had
to be fed and we realize, too, ahd I will go along with one of
the.statements of the Board's Commission that law enforcement
at the time which you have these seasons in this particular
area is going to cause a gréét deal of problems and this would
cut the expenses, I believe, the gentlemen on the end, Mr.
Luttrell, this would cut the cost of the enforcement agents,

we believe, too, So, we ask you to respectfully reconsider
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that you give us the two-day season that we reque#ted in the
joint meeting with Wild Life and Fisheries énd, also, I have
twg_othef gentlemen: Mr. Phillip Brown, he belongs to several
hunting clubs and Police Jury.‘and Mr. Lédrow Sullivan, Pélice
Jury. Thank you, sir.

MARC DUPUY: Mr. Walley, you are representing the Police Jury,
do you feel that there is a unénimous feeling among the mem-
bers of the Police Jury and the Sportsmen's League of East
Carroll parish?

JERRY WALLEY: fes, sir. We agopted a unanimous resolution

" twice and I'd like to, I'll give you a copy of the last resolu-
tion and a copy of-the Yetter -we ‘mailed, It -said ﬁDear,nn..
Yancey: At the regular megting of the East Carroll Pariéh
Police Jury held on Lake Providence on Wednesday, August 8,
1973, and this was the second resolution. Action was adopted
unanihously by the Jury to request the Commission to reconsider
their decision to place a'three day either sex.deer hunting
season during the first split deer season and a two day eithef
sex deer season during the second split hunting season for
East Carroll Parish as adopted at our July 25, 1973, regular
meeting and submitted to the Comﬁission. We, the Jury, the
people of East Carroll parish still respectfully request an

either sex deer season be set only for the first two days of
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the second split of 1973 said forth deer hunting éeason.?
Now, I would like to say, a point afteg this we
notified every land owner and every hunting club in East
Carroll Parish in a joint meeting we called this special
meeting of the Police Jury. At the time, we probably had
approximately 80 to 100 people in the Parish and we feel liké
that we are elected by the people and we had-fo report, you
know, respect the wishes of the people and this primarily,
I mean. I'll say this, maybe you'll have two or three farm;
ers in a particular area. This question was asked me early in
" the morning, "what about some of the farmers?"” Sure, you'll
Ihave one or two farmers are going to.cohplain.but you..show
me a parish in the State of Louisiana that you satisfy 99%
of the people. 1I'd like to see this. Well, we feel like
that we are representing the majority of the people and like
I say we went to the trouble to cooperate with the Wild Life
and Fisheries to call a joint meeting of the people, the
Police Jﬁry, and, like I say, we spent approximately on this
particular season, approximately a thousand dollars of the
taxpayer's money in East Carroll Parish to try to help you
work out a problem and solution to this thing and this is our

request, this is the people's request, not necessarily the
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Police Jury butAthe request coming from the'peopie, sir,

MARC DUPUY: Well, I think that, I'm not speaking for the
biologisfs, because Mr. Joe Herring will so state his views,

I believe the reasons'for the suggested 5 days is to give

more hunter 0ppor£unity and to offset some of this depreda-
tion of crops. You know that was a very --

JERRY WALLEY: Well, like I say, we realize that you at the
time had crop losses but we also realize, too, that you take
into consideration the back waters the deer had very good
places to feed and go and we also realize too that maybe hunt~
ing, but in this particular area you have mostly hunting clubs
‘£hat are owned by prqperty owners and clubs and we realize
this that you have poachers and we have them. I mean not
from the sister state of Arkansas. Man, but we have them,
they ride the levees and what have you. It involveé and
entails a great deal of time and what will haépen, I say this,
tﬁis is where we will get into ~- Maybe the second day of
thé season we'll probably have to have another joint meeting
and the Police Jury will probably have to hire additional
help to help you patrol the levees and what have you. We've
even got into the point where we had some of the people
request to close off roads. Just completely close off parish

roads. Keep people out. Because they ride these highways



and this is an impossibility. I mean, you just éon't have

- the personnel and we don't and I don't believe that you woﬁld.
You know in Madison and Tensas and East Carroll Parishes.
Three parishes with the doe season. I don't believe you will
be able to control this.

THE CHAIRMAN: Let's see if I get you right. .The justification
you are telling us to go from 5 to 2, is it the number of deer?
What is it?

JERRY WALLEY: The number of deer? That'svone of the things
because wé feel like we have lost, you know, some of the deer
and also we feel like the law enforcement problem and feel
.iike, let me go.back to this, we have some hunting clubs in

our particular area that have fined members of their clubs
maybe $50 to $100 for killing a doe or for killing a buck with
say maybe a spike. They won't even allow them to kill them
with spikes. Tﬁese people have worked to cultivate this crop
and they realize it and they want to take, want you to
reconsidér, we are requesting it. We represent the people;
this is not the Police Jury. This is a fequest of the people
of East Carroll Parish. We appreciate the Commission's

stand and we appreciate the biologists making a study and we
don't question the biologists'bstudy but we are looking at

the people, the people who ride these roads‘every day. The
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peoplg know and, like I say, we respectfully reqﬁest you to
reconsider the wishes of the people and not éhe Police Jury,
not the politigal organization, but the people of East Carroll
Parish, the land owners and the property. And, this is a
unanimous, like on July 25th we met in a joint meeting and
called a special meeting for this particular purpose.

JIMMIE THOMPSON: Did I understand you to say that at that
meeting it was determined to you that there would be only a
two day seaéon.

JERRY WALLEY: This would be the understanding, yes. We felt
like the Wild Life and Fisheries would go along with the
request. |

JIMMIE THOMPSON: I think probably you are in error.

JERRY WALLEY: Well, maybe so, sir.

JIMMIE THOMPSON: The reason I say this is bécause several
years ago we had quite a hassle about the biologists, etc.,
inferior setting of seasons that weren't set at this Commission
Meeting and they are all, I think, 100 per cent apprised of
this fact. They might have taken your suggestion under
consideration but I feel that they didn't say we would have,
they certainly didn't have the right, and I don'‘t want to

argue with you, I just want to tell you that.
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JERRY WALLEYQ Let me tell you this first. Maybe not in
direct words but let mé come-back‘to this. .You know the
people Qhen the meeting was o&er, the people and, like I say,
you have 80 to 100 people iﬁ the meetiné representing the
land owners. They left with thé opinion that nothing, let me
come back to this, and I;ll say this in defenée of the Wild
Lifé and Fishéries, but they left in the opinion, you know,
you can leave a meetin§ with an obinion,‘thatvthis would be
the‘requesg that woula be handed‘down from tﬁe Commission,
the request of the people and thevPoliée:Jury.

- JIMMIE THOMPSON: Will be handed to the Commission, you mean.
&ERRY WALLEY: Yés, sir, anq the Commission would consider
this and go along with the request of the people and we left
with the opinion, nothing concrete, but we left with the
opinion that this would be the request of the people.

JIMMIE THOMPSON: I just wanted to merely show you that some
things you have said, you have to be in error, and I don't
know youf problem. Only thing I know about it, most of your
land is privately controlled. |

JERRY WALLEY: This is very true and this is why that, like
I say, any time that you have this type of doe season you are

asking for poachers to come in and, like I say, no offense to
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the State of Arkansas, but we have problems in tﬁat particular
- area by riding the‘levees.

JIMMIE THOMPSON: I guess‘really what I am sayihg indirectly
through my conversation with you1is biologists don't tell you
they are going to set a season. The éommission sets it.
JERRY WALLEY: Well, I will say that maybe if you could
consider, you know, maybe let the biologists work with the
Commission on this particular thing. -

JIMMIE THOMPSON: I understand.

JERRY WALLEY: We are not being critical but we, like I say,
let me come back to this, if the Commission or if the biolog-
' ists were to set a 5 day season then we would appreciate it
if we had been notified through the biologists or through

the Commission befo:e the season was set, then we wouldn't
have to be here.

JIMMIE THOMPSON: I'm provoking a little argument that I
don't intend to.

JERRY WALLEY: That's fine. I represent the people of East
Carroll Parish, I don't hunt or fish, so I'm in a neutral
position. I'm a public office holder, you know what I mean.
THE CHAIRMAN: Let mé just ask you something. One of the
problems we havevabout seasons we set them and we publish

them and we print the booklets and what not and traditionally
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we ge£‘a nuﬁber of people»who come back after thét and ask for
modifications and, of course, we try to diécgurage that and
we always feel that if something is justified and if we are
wrong, let's do the right thing.

JERRY WALLEY: Yes, sir.

THE CHAIRMAN: We sort of found that the earlier you start
approving changes the more it encourages more requests for
changes.

JERRY WALLEY: Let me ask a question direct to you, sir.

THE CHAIRMAN: Let mé finish and 1'll give you ~-

JERRY WALLEY: All right, sir.

'THE CHAIRMAN: Wbuld you have any objection if the Commission
considered your request next month?

JERRY WALLEY: Well, I'll say that we will go along with the
request but we also request the Commission, I believe, could
make a decision this month, sir. The next month you may say
that we've got the pamphiets and everything already printed.
THE CHAIRMAN: I think they have already ﬁeen printed,
already printéd. I'11l be honest with you. 1I'll vote to

help you out next month. I may even do it today.

. JERRY WALLEY: Like I say, we would go along with it and I'll

be back with the meeting with the Commission next month.
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THE CHAIRMAN: I'm just suggesting it. I don't know what the
Commission wants to do.

DOYLE BERRY: Sir, I believe the people of East Carroll Parish
want to run their own business that's what they've agreed on
and I certainly want to go along and give it to them.

JERRY WALLEY: Mr. Berry, we appreciate it, let me come back
to this. Mf. Jones said that the paméhlets have‘been printed.
This is why we had a joint meeting of the people of East
Carroll Parish on July 25th before the pamﬁhlets were printed
and tried to work out a solution before the pamphlets were
érinted.

' THE CHAIRMAN: You see, the problem is ‘and what Mr. Thompson
was telling you is, the Commission itself sets the season and,
of course, the perfect thing would be if we let everybody
know what we are going to do and then let them comment on it
and, you know, you would have your opportunity to come back
but things just don't work out that way.

JERRY WALLEY: I'll agree. We are in great sympaﬁhy with you
but we would like for you to be in sympathy with us too.

THE CHAIRMAN: I am.

JERRY WALLEY: Are there any other questions?

THE CHAIRMAN: Let's hear from Mr. Herring. Can't tell if
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he's smiling or frowning. .
JOE HERRING: Mr. Jones, I met with Representative Fox,
Police Juries, and several hunters on the afternooh that he
is talking about. All of the Police Jurymen were present at
this meeting but two. We did give them our recommendations
that we would recommend the five days and possibly 10 for
that parish. Now, they came up at the meeting with the two
days and they wanted these two days at the last part of the
season and the reason from one club was that it may help take
some deer off because of forest damages from one of the
I companies. Anyhow, after that meeting they said that we w0q1d
Ahot. we gave our'recommendations on the doe season. They told
us that the meeting that afternoon which was 3:00 or 4:00
o'clock that we would not have to meet with them that ﬁight.
So, we rode around the levee and looked around the parish
there. Some farmers we ran into over there suggested that we
attend that meeting anyhow. So wé did., We went back to the
meeting that night. We got there a little bit late because
they said we did not have to attend so we got there about
30 minutes late but they were considering the deer season.

As I walked in, Cliff Williams walked in and two other

of our employees, they called a ten minute recess. The



Pfeéideﬁt of the Police Jury asked me if I would want to say
anything. I said I wiil say the same thing that I said this
afternoon and so the meeting went back into session. He told
me it would be better then not to call on me because they
were going to pass their resolution for the two days because
my recommendations would have been the same as that afternoon,
We have from that Parish a list of crop damage com-
plaints which we have checked and would be glad for the Police
Jury to look §ver these while they are here. The East Carroll
Parish, we have 33 farmers that we have received complaints
from. The two days that they are requesting would not be
adequate time. We do not believe it would alleviate. their
problem because mény of fhe clubs wiii not kill doe deer at

this time or have an any sex season.,

DOYLE BERRY: Joe, you have had this problem of the high

water,

JOE HERRING: Yes, we have had it in these river parishes.
We have had éome crop damage for years. .YES, sir. We’may
not have had as many, but we have had some. So, we have
these complaints and if you would put the --, I know the
same people from the outside will come in. They have been

worried about people from New Orleans, Baton Rouge,
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Shreveport, Alexandria, metropolitan areas coming into their
parish and having an enforcement problem.- However,.East
Carroll Parish is controlled by clubs,,privaté lands and I
feel sure that I could not go up there and hunt. You could
not or could anyone else without an invitation.

I feel like the problem is controlled.' You could
recommend as long an any Sex Season as you wanted in that
parish because it is cbntrolleé and whatever the clubs would

want to take off, is what they would take off.

". JERRY WALLEY: Mr. Chairman, could I be recognized again?
'It;s true that the clubs and the people in East Carroll Parish
own this and this is what we are representing primarily.
Sure we have had maybe 25 or 30 farmers and, like I say, the
backwaters have given us problems and true we can control it
but we will have less law enforcement problems. ‘If you rule
in a five day season then what we are doing then, we are in
a sense breaking the law if we say, well, no hunters go in
here at all. ©Only thing we are requesting is to reconsider
and we request a decision. I mean that requesting to
reconsider and Mr. Joe Herring, if you would like, I worked
with Senator Charlie Bréwn. He's got a nice hunting club,‘

When you are in North Louisiana you can go hunting with us.
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THE CHAIRMAﬁ: He wants to go on tﬁe 5th day of that doe
season. (laughter)

JERRY WALLEY: That's fine. I realize this, Mr. Jones.
The stake is high and ‘I realize maybe you could talk to some
of those poor farmers but I don't believe they are really
hurting that bad because the price of béans is going to
briﬁgyslo.oo a quart rather than $10.00 a bushel.

- THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Gentlémen, what do you want to
do?

DOYLE BERRY: I say let them run their own business.

THE CHAIRMAN: Do I hear a motion that we do something?
JIMMIE THOMPSON: I move that we tablehthe motion until
next month.

THE CHAIRMAN: OK. It has been moved by Mr. Thompson that
we table the request until next month. 1Is there'a second?
CLAY LUTTRELL: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: OK. Mr. Luttrell seconds. Is there any
discussion. All those in fa&or of tabling the'motion until
next month, say®"aye." Opposed. Let's count the hands.
All those in favor raise your hand. Mr. Luttrell, Mr.
Thompson and I vote to table it. That's three. OK. We

table the request until next month. The reason that I

e,

T Y
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vote to £ab1é it is to keep down a bunch of other requests.
I'm going to vote to do it next month.

Under other business, we have to set the date for our'
next Commission meeting and I think wé had a suggestion.

Mr. Yancey, what was that date?
RICHARD YANCEY: September 17th and 18th.

THE CHAIRMAN: September 17th and 18th. Does that meet with
your approval? It does. I hear no objection.
(no response) |

Hearing none, so ordered.

I have no other business exceptvto.state that I read
an article by one of our employees, Hurley Campbell, that
was in Sports Afield. Where's Hurley? (no response)

Dick.

RICHARD YANCEY: We should maké an announcement here that
'_this special scaup season will not be held in Louisiana.
A check of the fine print was made, some more calls were
made over to Atlanta, and that's nof being offered so all

that discussion was for nothing. It solves that problem.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any other business to come before the

Commission?



MARC DUPUY: Yes, I would like to find out why it's not
being offered and also raise some other questions with

regard to things we can discuss later on.

DOYLE BERRY: We can't get scaups, maybe we can get food

stamps. (laughter)

RICHARD YANCEY: It's not being offered because we have

elected the point system.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is there any other business? Do I hear a
motion to adjourn.

. DOYLE BERRY: I so move,

THE CHAIRMAN: It-has been moved by Mr. Berry that the

meeting be adjourned.

e« « « Thereupon, at 11l:55 o'clock a. m.,
" Thursday, August 16, 1973, the monthly
Board Meeting of the Louisiana Wild Life

and Fisheries Commission was adjourned. .
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